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Malaysia target 150,000 RT-PCR
samples daily
By Tharanya Arumugam, Teh Athira Yusof - January 21, 2021 @ 9:56pm

Health director-general Tan Sri Dr Noor Hisham Abdullah says the ministry is looking into
setting up new labs. - NSTP/File pic

PUTRAJAYA: Malaysia aims to ramp up its resources in the battle against
the third wave of the Covid-19 pandemic by increasing its RT-PCR testing
capacity up to 150,000 samples daily.

Health director-general Tan Sri Dr Noor Hisham Abdullah said this could
be made possible following the integrated cooperation between the public
and private sectors.

This, he said, involves the Health Ministry, armed forces, Science,
Technology and Innovation Ministry, public and private higher education
institutions as well as the private sector.

"W h 68 l b d h l k i t th l b li d th t th

MOST POPULAR

LATEST MOST READ

8m #TECH: OPPO unveils two new 5G phones

11m Bursa Malaysia opens higher

18m #TECH: Improved photography capabilities
and performance in iPhone 12 series

18m Expert urges bosses to consider �exible
work arrangement

23m World sees 17,502 new Covid-19 deaths in
24 hours

28m MCC dissolves board of Kosma

32m Blaze at world's biggest vaccine
manufacturing hub kills �ve

Expert urges bosses
to consider �exible
work arrangement

Blaze at world's
biggest vaccine
manufacturing hub
kills �ve

Watch: Elephant
rampages through
Gerik school« »

https://www.nst.com.my/
javascript:void(0);
https://apps.apple.com/my/app/new-straits-times/id1033411389
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.nstp.nst
https://appgallery5.huawei.com/#/app/C101980395
https://www.facebook.com/nstonline/
https://twitter.com/NST_Online
https://www.instagram.com/nstonline/?hl=en
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCsWp7U58TZM8uOYtRrAqWhg
https://www.nst.com.my/nst175/index.html
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjssOwAEzxn8Rmax0zkQt63g4TL3aT7qOCKdjVexsqzQRVbcnAhEMvybW5hps3tOzGSlJ2bwA7V4iVvrMogtJpn39DYi9TrForLAdEgqXVRnnkielzEN9NU2yHEPUfnTbEHX3sbEsNc1E8UmtP8B4ifVSbYpvtb1mq4K56sh85KJUAvmZqx1KME8zqwgu2FYyO1ZNgME8cHXwogO0IDcOjqJ2VL8RgnDyiIyHkShQEHF0ZQe73cpFdQQU1AjrNBWfdRKNEcDAMaESMtUkqWdq6Eqfob_-S9FmH2VpVifkUUA&sai=AMfl-YShsY7GsYxGEkaKfr5rrlxmtTgjX6vGOIwsOP4tmLxxecszyJKoENOrr0lf-H-2PDuqTRWDBIdKZea7dSYN6ccp3ge8kBuozUtVtxNhZwejh2qp5Xw4Rgq1QrgS9i-zm3QuuQ&sig=Cg0ArKJSzLb0Coj2-6K9&adurl=https://whats-the-word.typeform.com/to/zhEzjY&nm=1
https://www.nst.com.my/news/exclusive
https://www.nst.com.my/news/crime-courts
https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation
https://www.nst.com.my/news/government-public-policy
https://www.nst.com.my/news/politics
https://www.nst.com.my/authors/tharanya-arumugam
https://www.nst.com.my/authors/teh-athira-yusof
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjstq0sRKXUtSIdjMsoXx7SXjhXdsYy7IIIJx2sl9eHw3HdoPY5_KG0JL5UIasQYWY7DyUgsqwzXwDBJCmCglwkN1aDy6OsG4Lx37m8AIdFIbOLuM3KdEDn8AfAUvlQlILR8EQTB3eqicTFVs0coklT_eAPs22YAloCvwy6A4XSYPkcBlrmtgoerMgRE3nz7jKap9hYTqfTMSwImv4khANyXoIyT38X2ozNfN_TrWI6cKbX0T_F26vNoz7-8tzZjfkNi-Nfx3hXY_fOenWWVV6yZaZaM2UJeUMmqA&sai=AMfl-YQrGY4p6AePp1_WY7mfBv7dDsqt-t3zd9y42fPxaq22SNDZ-HgUNd7KjVzC8KSR1G5MnQa404Ah_vAyTuWxuUcMBYUMq0geLRrCCz6D2cgRFqm6FM7hkZqJ11BvercKXjh6xw&sig=Cg0ArKJSzEo5jQUTSdAW&adurl=https://bcp.crwdcntrl.net/5/c%3D7268/b%3D87047817%3Fhttps://ad.doubleclick.net/ddm/trackclk/N194401.3656204MEDIAPRIMAAUDIENC/B25251759.293973841%3Bdc_trk_aid%3D486900092%3Bdc_trk_cid%3D144864148%3Bdc_lat%3D%3Bdc_rdid%3D%3Btag_for_child_directed_treatment%3D%3Btfua%3D%3Bgdpr%3D%3Bgdpr_consent%3D
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsuwKOvH9uMed_Q1-OtgVBPfZDQ6np7xGFAxgZsdAdl3oA5uDidQLPo9TP82DSgaje8LYF6NW167VGd52_MA9PDAVBqzEDU4HHHC9fb2Tq2Ckut2RidZdc9wjlG1KmPmjnAMisid7MJ189mnN5I64ZnKoCgIc_q7-rQHp2BfhMkwKo_qz8L1lOw9_4BkEmj1Mr70-uJ8mM_7Ay9E-6kQcNsN8Y-IXeR0yRKGDVINM5HkZxoo-s2EV6T3blO3EoCqP0ZX0Op3B69nhwYtY3q6G0Q3s-oXU5DJnbVhZozdvn4&sai=AMfl-YTSGchiX4kR9fmmvOc6udsyd2dOS4JMax7v8167sEyIfjJJaRDhZWw74KIMTVlTfXsCwoxwyFEwAiwFxAQ1PHImdvLq4NM1unyPrV_3Q433cXs2FHHlAbsSwhhTICiMxPFH-Q&sig=Cg0ArKJSzD5dxNNzpEGk&adurl=https://whats-the-word.typeform.com/to/zhEzjY
https://www.nst.com.my/lifestyle/bots/2021/01/659603/tech-oppo-unveils-two-new-5g-phones
https://www.nst.com.my/business/2021/01/659601/bursa-malaysia-opens-higher
https://www.nst.com.my/lifestyle/bots/2021/01/659599/tech-improved-photography-capabilities-and-performance-iphone-12
https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation/2021/01/659598/expert-urges-bosses-consider-flexible-work-arrangement
https://www.nst.com.my/world/world/2021/01/659588/world-sees-17502-new-covid-19-deaths-24-hours
https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation/2021/01/659586/mcc-dissolves-board-kosma
https://www.nst.com.my/world/region/2021/01/659584/blaze-worlds-biggest-vaccine-manufacturing-hub-kills-five
https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation/2021/01/659598/expert-urges-bosses-consider-flexible-work-arrangement
https://www.nst.com.my/world/region/2021/01/659584/blaze-worlds-biggest-vaccine-manufacturing-hub-kills-five
https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation/2021/01/659545/watch-elephant-rampages-through-gerik-school


1/22/2021 Malaysia target 150,000 RT-PCR samples daily

https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation/2021/01/659498/malaysia-target-150000-rt-pcr-samples-daily 2/3

"We have 68 labs and when we look into the labs, we realised that the
testing capacity could be increased at certain labs to 100,000.

YOU MAY ALSO LIKE

"We are also looking into setting up new labs. For example, we have
implemented and set up the facilities in Tawau and Lahad Datu.

"As for other hospitals in Sarawak or in other states, we need to look into
the capacity and increase the number of labs. Our target is to achieve
150,000 testing capacity a day.

"We need to look into how we can maximise the usage of the facilities and
human resources via this partnership."

Dr Noor Hisham said Malaysia had only 23 labs in the early stage and
testing and lab facilities were increased following private sector
engagement.
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